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Mission 

The International Framework for Nuclear Energy Cooperation provides a forum for  

cooperation among participating states to explore mutually beneficial approaches to ensure  

the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes proceeds in a manner that is efficient and  

meets the highest standards of safety, security, and non-proliferation. Participating states  

would not give up any rights and voluntarily engage to share the effort and gain the benefits  

of economical, peaceful nuclear energy. 

− Adopted 16 June 2010 in Accra, Ghana. 

On 16-17 June 2010 in Accra, Ghana, the partner countries of the Global Nuclear Energy  

Partnership formally agreed to transform the Partnership into the International Framework  

for Nuclear Energy Cooperation (IFNEC), and adopt a new Statement of Mission, endorsement  

of which is the sole action required of invited states to become IFNEC participants. 

The transformation from GNEP was agreed upon by the partners to provide a broader  

scope with wider participation and to explore mutually beneficial approaches to ensure that  

expansion of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes proceeds in a manner that is efficient,  

safe, secure, and supports non-proliferation and safeguards. 

Today,   the  International   Framework   for   Nuclear   Energy  Cooperation   consists of 

34 participant countries, 31 observer countries and 4 intergovernmental observer  

organisations. IFNEC is directed by the Executive Committee, as advised by the Steering  

Group, and has two standing working groups. IFNEC is also supported by the IFNEC Technical  

Secretariat, which reports to the Steering Group Chair. 

History 
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Roles and responsibilities 

Executive Committee 
Members of the Executive Committee are the Ministerial-level officials designated from each member country. The  

Executive Committee convenes annually and rotates its meeting location among IFNEC Participant countries. The  

host country also serves as the Chair of the Executive Committee meeting. 

Since its inception, the Executive Committee meetings have been hosted and chaired by the following countries:  

Jordan (2010), Poland (2011), Morocco (2012), the United Arab Emirates (2013), Korea (2014) and Romania (2015),  

Argentina (2016), France (2017). Japan will host and chair the 2018 meeting.  

 

Steering Group 
The Steering Group consists of representatives from all IFNEC Participant countries, Observer countries and  

International Observer organisations. The Steering Group serves as the highest permanent level, policy-making  

body, which implements actions on behalf of the Executive Committee and conveys guidance and support to the 

IFNEC working groups. The Steering Group is led by a Chair and supported by Vice-Chairs, of which there are 

currently three. The Steering Group Chair is responsible, among other things, for co-ordinating with IFNEC  

members to set direction, develop and implement policies, lead activities involving special areas of focus and  

interest (e.g. finance and small modular reactors) and ensure that IFNEC Technical Secretariat support is provided. 

 

The Infrastructure Development Working Group (IDWG) 
The IDWG supports the development of the infrastructure needed to ensure that the use of nuclear energy for  

peaceful purposes proceeds in a manner that is efficient and meets the highest standards of safety, security and  

non-proliferation. Particular areas of emphasis are human resource development; radioactive waste management,  

including infrastructure issues for a multinational spent fuel repository; small modular reactors; stakeholder  

involvement and public acceptance; nuclear safety; nuclear security; and emergency preparedness and response. 

 

The Reliable Nuclear Fuel Services Working Group (RNFSWG) 
The RNFSWG supports the co-operation of member countries in efforts to enhance reliable, commercially based  

fuel services that provide options for developing nuclear energy while reducing the risk of nuclear proliferation.  

The focus of the work has been on the back end of the fuel cycle, exploring the issues associated with spent fuel  

management and disposition. These efforts include furthering the potential for shared, multinational solutions to  

the back-end challenges facing member countries. 

 

Ad Hoc Nuclear Supplier and Customer Countries Engagement Group (NSCCEG) 
The NSCCEG seeks to analyse the current situation and relationship between supplier and customer countries,  

establish a common working ground and set up a reliable and trustworthy discussion environment in order to  

identify, discuss and propose actions to be taken by supplier and customer countries. Four areas of work have  

been identified: safety, project development (and in particular supply chain issues), financing, public acceptance  

and accountability. 

The IFNEC Technical Secretariat 
Since 2015, the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency provides Technical Secretariat support to IFNEC by organising and  

sometimes hosting meetings, managing communication and maintaining the IFNEC website at www.ifnec.org. The  

Technical Secretariat is entirely funded by voluntary contributions from IFNEC members. 

http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
http://www.ifnec.org/
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Organisational structure 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Ministerial-level Officials or Designees 

(Chair rotates annually) 

STEERING GROUP 

INFRASTRUCTURE  

DEVELOPMENT WORKING  

GROUP (IDWG) 

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT  
(OECD/NEA) 

Ad Hoc NUCLEAR SUPPLIER  

AND CUSTOMER COUNTRIES  

ENGAGEMENT GROUP 

RELIABLE NUCLEAR  

FUEL SERVICES WORKING 

GROUP (RNFSWG) 

Julian Gadano 

Chair 

(Argentina) 

Henri Paillère 

Co-ordinator 

Malisol Ohirko 

Policy Adviser 

Hideo Shindo 

Vice-Chair 

(Japan) 

Anne Lazar-Sury 

Vice-Chair 

(France) 

Gou Feng 

Vice-Chair 

(China) 

Dr Alex Burkart 

Co-Chair 

(United States) 

John Mathieson 

Co-Chair 

(United Kingdom) 

Co-Chair 

(Argentina) 

Tomaž Žagar 

Co-Chair 

(Slovenia) 

Hideo Shindo Rafael Mariano Grossi 

Co-Chair 

(Japan) 

Sean Tyson 

Co-Chair 

(United States) 
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IFNEC members 

31 Observer countries 

Jordan 

Kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Algeria 

Bangladesh 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Chile 

Czech Republic 

Egypt 

Finland 

Georgia 

Greece 

Indonesia 

Latvia 

Malaysia 

Mexico 

Moldova 

Mongolia 

Nigeria 

34 Participant countries 

Argentina Korea 

 
Armenia Kuwait 

 
Australia Lithuania 

 
Bahrain Morocco 

 
Bulgaria Netherlands 

 
Canada Niger 

 
China Oman 

 
Estonia Poland 

 
France Romania 

 
Germany Russia 

 
Ghana Senegal 

 
Hungary Sierra Leone 

 
Italy Slovenia 

 
Japan Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

United States 

Philippines 

Qatar 

Saudi Arabia 

Singapore 

Slovak Republic 

South Africa 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Tanzania 

Tunisia 

Turkey 

Uganda 

Viet Nam 

4 Observer organisations 

 

NEA 
NUCLEAR ENERGY AGENCY 
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IFNEC reports 

Addressing the Challenge of Financing 

• The Steering Group supported a multi-year effort to examine the current  

challenges and opportunities that IFNEC countries face in financing nuclear  

energy projects. 

• IFNEC and the NEA held their first jointly sponsored Finance Conference in  

Paris, France in May 2016 and published a report that is publicly available  

on the IFNEC website. 

Mission 
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Nuclear Energy’s Role  

in the 21st Century:  
Addressing the Challenge  

of Financing 

Conference Proceedings  

11-12 May 2016 
Paris, France 

InternatIonal F r amework For  n u c le a r  energy  cooperatIon  n u c le a r  

energy’s r o l e  In the 21st c e n tur y  – FInance conFerence 

11-12 May  2016 –  Paris, France 

Exploring Multinational Solutions to the Back End  
of the Fuel Cycle 

• The RNFSWG organised an industry and emerging country workshop in  

May 2014 on the multinational repository option. 

• A Working Group report was published in October 2016 addressing  

practical alternatives for countries to consider for implementing the  Dual 

Track Approach for management and disposition of spent fuel.  The report 

is available on the IFNEC website. 

Mission 
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Practical Considerations 

to Begin Resolving the Final Spent  

Fuel Disposal Pathway 

for Countries with Small Nuclear  

Programs 

October 2016 

InternatIonal F r amework For  n u c le a r  energy  cooperatIon  

re l I a b le  n u c le a r  Fuel ServIceS w orkIng g r oup 

Providing Regional Workshops 

• IFNEC has benefited greatly from the IDWG’s complementary work with  

the IAEA. The first co-organised regional meeting took place in Mombasa,  

Kenya in April 2015. 

• The IDWG and IAEA co-organised the Conference on the Prospects for  

Nuclear Power in the Asia Pacific Region on 30 August-1 September 2016. 

• On 25-26 October 2016, IFNEC organised a conference for Latin American  

Nuclear Energy Stakeholders prior to the Executive Committtee hosted by  

Argentina. 

• The IDWG organised the Resources and Gaps Workshop: Industry View  of 

Nuclear Security/Stakeholder Engagement for Radioactive Waste  

Management in Bucharest, Romania, on 9-10 May 2017. 



7 

Upcoming meetings 

   May 28–29: Infrastructure Development Working Group Workshop on New Challenges facing 

Nuclear Regulators. Paris, France.  

 

 

IFNEC Week 11-14 June 2018, San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina  
 
 June 11-12: 

– Conference on Challenges and Opportunities facing nuclear energy in an energy transitions 
context.  

– Nuclear Suppliers Exhibition. 

 
 June 13: Nuclear Supplier and Customer Countries Engagement  Group Meeting. 

 
 June 14: Steering Group Meeting.  

 

 

 

 

   November / December (TBC): Reliable Nuclear Fuel Services Working Group Workshop on 

Financing Multinational Repositories.  
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